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optimism. One has no right to gamble in this way with,
the destiny  of the Indian masses.

For two main reasons, then, we believe that the
Opposition should fight this Bill in the spirit of men
who mean, when they gat the chance to deal with
India on a very different footing. This settlement
breaks the Prime Minister's pledge of free negotiation
between equals and it hands India over, without the
possibility of amendments to the Princas. For that
reason it cannot be tolerated as a harmless, if inade-
quate instalment of reform. It threatens irreparable
harm. Mr. Lansbury in his moving broadcast address
appealed to the Government: to withdraw the Bill and
throw on Indians the responsibility . for framing their
own constitution. The new fact at Delhi makes such
a course possible. When even the Mohammedans, the
prop of British rule and the models of loyalty, declare
the scheme of Federation c bad * and unacceptable, is it
prudent to proceed with it ?

For our part we have always thought that the
work should have been done by two stages. First let
the autonomous provinces be constituted (but without
Upper Houses and plural representation for property).,
Then without delay let the self-governing provinces
combine to form a Federation. As for the Princes'
States, let them come in on the same terms, that is
to say when they accept a common charter of civil and
political rights, and a common electoral system. This
might have been done, and in fact nearly was done,,